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own pattern by turning their upbringing and train-
ing over to communistic-trained nurses and instruc-
tors.

The principle of equality between men and
women, one of the most fundamental of all of the
new social concepts, commendable as it may be in
theory, did not work out in practice as successfully
as the communists had contemplated. The responsi-
bilities and obligations which it conferred upon
women laid the new marriage system open to severe
abuses. In urban centers, especially, young men
took advantage of their new freedom. It was not
unusual for some of them to marry and divorce as
many as fifteen or twenty times within one year,
with frequently disastrous results to the women.
Thousands upon thousands of women found them-
selves left alone, either pregnant or with children,
with no husbands to support them and with no em-
ployment for themselves. Suicide was prevalent
among these women.

It was a time when the whole country was torn
asunder and everything was topsy-turvy. Work was
not plentiful, as it is now as a result of the indus-
trial drive. It seemed as if the bottom had dropped
out of everything. Bad as conditions were in regard
to food, they were a lot worse with respect to hous-